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       In this Issue...

A Letter From Mom
This letter comes at the most appropriate time, as I know that Project SEARCH has taken new interns 
under its wings. My mind drifts back to a year ago, when we first started, and I had no idea what 
would lie ahead. Change is scary. Change is unpredictable. Change is necessary!

I want to tell each of you “thanks so much.” This was Sidney’s first week working 20 hours and what 
a difference a year makes. He awakens each day looking forward to his job. Now as you all know, 
dishes are not his favorite, but he does the job with an eagerness and an aim for perfection! Today, 
dad and I decided to have lunch at the Bistro. Not only did several workers talk to us about Sid’s 
great work attitude, Michelle, the owner, has thanked me twice for “sharing” Sidney with them. I said 
we owe you a huge thanks. Then, she went on to say how Sidney brings so much joy to the kitchen 
area and how much they love having him.

Another co-worker shared and said that Sidney may have needed a job, but they (kitchen and 
crew) needed him! He has brought order and calmness to a once unorderly place. I sat there in 
absolute amazement. My prayers had literally been answered. I wanted a job for him that was close 
to home, warm, nice people, and understanding and patient with him. And then they tell me – their 
prayers were answered. 

This past year was very trying for me as a mom. Daily, 
Sid and I both struggled through waking and dressing 
on time, proper attire, girlfriend issues and so much 
more. The early mornings were tough. But with your 
help, support and coaching, and seeing his individual 
differences – he made it through. We made it through.

It’s my belief that God works through people. I thank 
God for each of you and the time you put into helping 
Sidney. This job, at this particular moment in time – is 
perfect for all parties involved.  It was well worth the 
bumps and bruises along the way.

Warm Regards,
Meta Ventress
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Five years ago, we were running a wonderful day camp and after-school 
program in Waukesha County. We were helping dozens of families who 
had a child with a disability. But, few people knew us. We were still Easter 
Seals Kindcare Southeastern Wisconsin (that’s a mouthful!) at the time. We 
were a Milwaukee agency, beyond our county’s borders. 

In 2010, the merger between Easter Seals and Waukesha Training Center 
was finalized. Instantly, our reach touched hundreds of families. The merger 
in the midst of a long recession was challenging as donations were weak, 
work for our facility-based workshop was non-existent and, at the same 
time, we were changing our work training model. What’s more, in early 

2010, we learned that Waukesha Engine wanted our building and in the midst of integrating two 
agencies, we had to move too! We had nowhere to go!

Today, we have successfully established ourselves in Waukesha, expanding and improving services 
for hundreds of individuals living with disabilities and their families. With our move, we paved the 
way for 350 new jobs in Waukesha County as part of the Waukesha Engine’s expansion. Since 2010, 
with our growth in programs and services, Easter Seals doubled the amount of employees we have 
in Waukesha. Our Jubilee Campaign has raised $900,000 to invest in our workforce programs and 
social enterprises. Beyond that, we launched new Project SEARCH sites in two local hospitals and 
introduced a new model called, “Career Connect” to help individuals grow their skills and gain 
greater independence. We have also developed new partnerships and programs to assist families of 
our military members.  

I am writing to the choir. You know this, you were part of it. You believed, you supported and 
you joined us in our mission. Now others recognize the transformational organization we are. This 
October, Easter Seals Southeast Wisconsin will be recognized as one of the top non-profits in 
Waukesha County. To receive this recognition after only four years is pretty amazing. Success is not 
achieved alone, it is only with a committed team that we succeed. From our volunteer leadership to 
our staff to our donors, friends, volunteers and families, we have a GREAT team here at Easter Seals.  
As always, thank you for your support of our mission!

Bob Glowacki, CEO
Easter Seals Southeast Wisconsin

Help Us Help More People Find Jobs! 
Did you know that 12.9% of people with 
disabilities are unemployed compared to 6.1% of 
people without disabilities?

Donate today to help provide more work 
opportunities for adults with disabilities through our 
Workforce Training Center.

A Message From Our CEO
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Before building our adaptive commercial kitchen with clean rooms 
and expanding our conference center, we did research on the need 
for a variety of uses by the community. Little did we know that within a 
month of opening, word traveled so fast that we would be welcoming 
numerous groups to LilyWorks. Here’s what’s cookin’ there...

Pat Nekola created the Saints Chef Club, but needed a place to 
teach simple cooking classes to children with special needs ages 9 to 
13.  Easter Seals’ new adaptive commercial kitchen provided the ideal 
location for her and her budding chefs. Even more organizations are 
excited about the advantages our commercial kitchen brings. The 
Wisconsin Council of the Blind and Visually Impaired in Madison will be 
hosting a cooking and learning class in November. 

Our conference center will also be welcoming the 20th Anniversary Nutrition Coalition Luncheon, 
The Waukesha County Community Foundation Philanthropy Seminar, Thriving Waukesha and the 
Waukesha Interfaith Thanksgiving Meal.

Our clean prep rooms are also seeing activity. We are proud to have Saguaro 66 as a partner in our 
LilyWorks packaging and fulfillment operations. We have been packaging high end dog treats for 
their company, and now with the addition of the clean rooms, we are able to package their high 
end Indulge brand nuts and candy for sale in Las Vegas hotels.

We will also be expanding our own LilyBrew coffee packaging 
operations which will provide revenue for LilyWorks and our 
participants. 

With the new kitchen capacity, LilyWorks Catering is able to offer 
more options so be sure to check out our new website at www.
lilyworks.org.

We invite you to come and see what’s cookin’ and what LilyWorks 
can do for your company or next event.   

Contact Larry Millard at (262) 953-2263 or larrym@eastersealswise.com.

What’s Cookin’?
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Workforce Training Center Ribbon Cutting

On September 24th, we celebrated 
the grand opening of our newly 
expanded space at the Workforce 
Training Center with an official 
ribbon cutting ceremony. We 
were honored to have Lieutenant 
Governor Rebecca Kleefisch, State 
Representative Adam Neylon, 
Waukesha County Executive Dan 
Vrakas and Waukesha Mayor Shawn 
Reilly join us for this momentous 
celebration.

Lt. Gov. Kleefisch with Robert 
and Chef Sam of Easter Seals.

Nana’s Kitchen generously 
sponsored by Cindy Linnan and 
the Ziemann Foundation.

Bob Glowacki explains the employment impact of the expansion.Beth Lohmann gives a tour of the kitchen.
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Upcoming Events

2014 
Thought Leaders 

Luncheon
November 5th

Back by Popular Demand
Keynote Speaker

Dan Pallotta
presents 

“The Why of Innovation”
11 a.m. networking and registration

12 p.m. lunch and program

Hilton Milwaukee City Center

Grand opening of Nana’s Kitchen!

Thursday, November 6, 2014
Workforce Training Center 

505 Northview Road, Waukesha

5:00 p.m.  Watch our Celebrity Chefs prepare your amazing four-course dinner while you
  enjoy cocktails, hors d’oeuvres & tours of Nana’s Kitchen

•	 Executive Chef Zachary Espinosa | Harbor House, a Bartolotta Restaurant
•	 Executive Chef Matt Kerley | Blue Jacket
•	 Chef Robert Klemm/General Manager | Milwaukee Ale House, Grafton
•	 Chef de Cuisine Patrick Murphy | Le Rêve

7:00 p.m.  Dinner 

Special Guest MC, Kyle Cherek of Wisconsin Foodie

R.S.V.P. by October 27th to Paula Strelitz at (414) 963-5934 or paulas@eastersealswise.com.

Easter Seals Southeast Wisconsin
80th Jubilee 

Celebrity Chefs Dinner

Register online today at www.eastersealswise.com or contact Paula Strelitz at (414) 963-5934 or 
paulas@eastersealswise.com
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Respite Camps and Autism Sports Clinic

Summer Respite Camps

Autism Sports Clinic: Football Camp
This sports clinic was made possible through the generous support of our sponsors: Marquette 
University High School and the Green Bay Packers Foundation.
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Thank You, Sponsors!

Thank You 2014 Walk With Me Sponsors!

Schaus Family Fund

Want to give a great 
corporate holiday gift?

Everyone will love a cup of Easter Seals’ Private Label 
Coffee, LilyBrew! 

Feel good about giving this holiday season knowing your 
purchase supports employment opportunities for individuals 
with disabilities. Customized coffee packaging and gift 
baskets are labeled, assembled and shipped by our Easter 
Seals Workforce Training Center participants.

Call Jerry Cler at (262) 953-2214 to order today!

Walk With Me 2015 Save The Date: Wednesday, June 24th!

Thank you 2014 Camp 
Yellow Ribbon Sponsors!

Ziemann
Foundation
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Kristin Can Be Your Next Great Employee!
Experience and Qualities:
• Dishwashing, table setting and 

stocking products
• Following job duties according to 

description 
• Working with a team
• Excited to learn
• Dependable
• Friendly, helpful and hard working

Employment Desires:
• Entry-level salon cleaning, hotel laundry/cleaning 
• Team atmosphere
• Structured environment
• Repetitive tasks
• Located in the Waukesha/Pewaukee area
• Between 8-20 hours a week

If you know a business that needs an 
employee like Kristin, please call Nathan 
Bares at (262) 953-2243.

Last year, Easter Seals received more than 
$163,000 in funding through the United Way 
of Waukesha County to help support our 
Workforce Training Center, after school and 
summer respite programs. When giving, support 
Easter Seals Southeast Wisconsin.

Q4 2014 Issue


