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       In this Issue...

A Life Changing Conversation
Like many people, Kenny had always held various part-time jobs, and he knew that if he wanted 
something more long term, something he could call a career, he would need to gain new skills. He 
just wasn’t sure where or how to get them.

A conversation with a friend about his experience as an intern with Project SEARCH* at Children’s 
Hospital of Wisconsin peaked Kenny’s interest. He applied for, and was accepted into, the Project 
SEARCH program for the 2012-2013 school year.

In his three internship rotations, Kenny worked at the hospital’s welcome center, helping hospital 
visitors and answering their questions. He also worked in two areas of the environmental services 
department, cleaning hospital rooms during one rotation and cleaning offices at the hospital’s 
corporate center in another.

His rotations in environmental services helped him realize that he liked cleaning. “I 
didn’t think of cleaning as something I could do for a job until I worked in Project 
SEARCH,” Kenny said.

With the skills and confidence that he gained through his experience, 
Kenny applied for a job at Community Memorial Hospital in 
Menomonee Falls. He interviewed independently and got the job! He 
is responsible for doing exactly what he found he liked most – cleaning 
exam rooms, offices and public areas in the Women’s Health Center.

Besides a paycheck and the increased independence that it gives 
him, Kenny thinks the best part of working is meeting other people 
and making new friends. He enjoys taking breaks with and getting 
to know his co-workers. Surely there will be many more life changing 
conversations with friends that lie ahead for Kenny!

*Project SEARCH is an exciting transition program for young adults with disabilities. 
The Easter Seals Project SEARCH program is a collaboration with Children’s Hospital 
of Wisconsin and ProHealth Care, Division of Vocational Rehabilitation, local school 
districts and long-term funding options. It provides employment skill building through 
internship rotations within the hospitals. The end goal is integrated community 
employment.
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Is there anything good about being in the “middle?” When 
people are traveling in a car and plane, no one wants to take the 
middle seat. Middle children complain they did not get enough 
attention from mom and dad. In politics, people say if you are in 
the middle, you just get run over by both sides. The middle seems 
filled with a bit of anxiety about what comes next.

Easter Seals is in the middle of everything right now. We are in 
the middle of our fiscal year after a difficult and challenging 
winter. We are in the middle of celebrating our 80th Jubilee. We 
are in the middle of our $1.5 million capital campaign to improve, 
strengthen and grow our mission for the next generation. We are 
far from where we started, but the finish line is not in sight.

But even in the middle, there is time to look back and celebrate. We are so grateful to our lead 
donors – the Ziemann Foundation, Stackner Foundation, Jane Bradley Pettit Foundation and another 
anonymous donor – who kicked off our campaign. Our completion ceremonies for Project SEARCH 
graduates included keynote speeches by Governor Walker and Lt. Governor Kleefisch, championing 
hiring of individuals with disabilities. 

Our new expansion to improve and grow our commercial catering services is taking shape in 
Waukesha. Walk With Me attracted the support of our community, including special appearances 
by our ambassadors and their families along with our media partner, CBS 58, to help us live our 
mission and raise $72,000 for needed services in our community.

So, maybe we are not in the middle, but half way to the finish line. With friends and supporters like 
you and those that have been there for the last 80 years, we will cross that line together.

Bob Glowacki, CEO
Easter Seals Southeast Wisconsin

A $100 donation will pay for a 
day of camp for a military 
child. Your gift will help 
them make new friends 
and just be a kid, while 
getting the emotional 

support they need.

A Message From Our CEO

Help Support Those Who Serve Us. Send a Child to Camp Yellow Ribbon!
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According to Wikipedia, camping describes a 
range of activities. Survivalist campers set off with 
little more than their boots, whereas recreational 
vehicle travelers arrive equipped with their own 
electricity, heat and patio furniture. Camping is 
often enjoyed in conjunction with activities, such as: 
canoeing, climbing, fishing, hiking, mountain biking, 
motorcycling, swimming and whitewater kayaking. 
Camping may also be combined with hiking, either 
as backpacking or as a series of day hikes from a 
central location.

However, camp – one of the foundations of 
Easter Seals for more than 80 years - has another 
definition for the camper. Camping is a chance 
to explore new activities and make new friends. 
While they enjoy a variety of typical summer 
outdoor activities like swimming, fishing and 
canoeing; camp also means respite for their 
families. Whether enabling them to work during 
the day, to have some time for themselves for 
projects or to simply rest or recharge, they know 
their loved one is in a safe, caring environment.

Our definition of camp has also expanded to a 
new audience. Camp Yellow Ribbon provides 
a week-long camp experience for children 
in military families, from all service branches. 
The goal of this specialized camp is to help 
them learn how to cope with the challenges of 
having a family member who is deployed or has 
returned from overseas.  

As we have expanded our number of camps 
over the years from one to four, we have also 
grown to expand our services. Campers who 
come to us as children spend the next three-
quarters of their lives as adults and their needs 
change. We have responded to those needs 
with programs like adult recreation, independent 
living supports, guardianship, as well as 
vocational training and employment. 

From the first steps they take in life 
to their last, Easter Seals is here to 
respond to each person’s individual 
needs, as well as to provide access, 
inclusion and choices to connect 
them to a world of possibilities. 

Celebrating 80 Years of Camp
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Walk With Me 2014
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June 13th at Polish Fest 



For those old enough 
to remember, 
this is the title of a 

famous song by Duke 
Ellington. The All-Star 

SUPERband not only 
swings, but adds a lot of 

meaning in the process. 

This amazing Milwaukee big band will soon 
celebrate 15 years of weekly “rehearsal band” 
gigs. The band was formed by leader and 
bass player Gary Christensen as a vehicle for 
musicians to get together each week to hone 
their chart reading and playing skills using more 
than 750 big band jazz charts, which Gary has 
been collecting over the years. The musicians 
don’t get paid for the rehearsal gigs, but have 
found a way to make their weekly rehearsals 
meaningful to more than just appreciative jazz 
fans.

Christensen decided early on to involve a 
charity component to their performances, and 
the musicians immediately jumped on board 
with the idea. Easter Seals is fortunate enough 
to be the primary beneficiary of their generosity. 
Each week during intermission, the band takes 
up a collection from the audience for Easter 
Seals programs and services. 

Since 2008, these generous donors have 
contributed $16,682 for our programs. The 
weekly venue has also given us an opportunity 
to introduce people not only to our services, 
but to many of our families who come to share 
their stories of help and hope. Easter Seals 
involvement has also become important to the 
regular audience, many of whom have almost 
never missed a performance in nearly 15 years.

“As musicians and artists, we are thrilled to have 
established a lasting and unique partnership 
with Easter Seals,” Guy Kammerer said. “Music is 
a powerful medium and our performances allow 
us to reach out to the public, raising awareness 
while sharing our talents and abilities in a truly 
meaningful way.”

Many of the musicians in the band are 
Milwaukee legends in their own right, as players 
in their own groups and as music teachers. You 
can experience the best in big band sounds 
from traditional Duke Ellington and Count Basie 
arrangements to current arrangers like Gordon 
Goodwin and Toshiko Akiyoshi. 

Join the All-Star SUPERband every 
Thursday from 6:00-8:15 p.m. at the 
Midway Hotel in Brookfield. 
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It Don’t Mean a Thing 
if it Ain’t Got That Swing 

Visit www.allstarsuperband.com to learn more!

“I have always had a passion for finding ways to  give back 
to the community, and I have trust in Easter Seals and great 

admiration for the work they do, so they are a perfect fit for 
our efforts.” Gary Christensen, Founder, All-Star SUPERband.
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Our Home Runs 4 Autism Sports Clinic took place on Sunday, June 22nd at Wisconsin Lutheran 
College’s (WLC) Outdoor Athletic Complex. This free inclusive baseball and softball clinic was held 
in collaboration with WLC Warriors’ softball and baseball players for children with autism and their 
siblings ages 3-18. 

The 16 children in attendance enjoyed a great day with their families practicing basic baseball and 
softball drills, relay races and even had the opportunity to try on Warriors’ uniforms and equipment. 

“Thank you for putting together the Home Runs 4 Autism event,” Bryan Schiek, a participant’s 
parent, said. “It was a lot of fun, Logan (pictured left) had a great time! He told me he really 
liked the shirt, hanging out with WLC players and the snack bag. He is already looking forward 
to the next sports clinic event. Also, the WLC players did a great job working with the kids.”

Home Runs 4 Autism

Save 
the 

Date!

2014 Thought Leaders Luncheon
November 5th

Hilton Milwaukee  
City Center

Back by Popular Demand
Keynote Speaker

Dan Pallotta
To Share “The Why of Innovation”
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Patrick Can Be Your Next Great Employee!
Experience and Qualities:
• Cleaning and sanitation
• Food service
• Grounds maintenance
• Counting, packaging & assembly
• Flexible – team player
• Dependable
• Friendly, polite & easy going

Employment Desires:
• Retail
• Kitchen – Food Service
• Structured environment
• Repetitive tasks
• Located in the Waukesha area
• Between 15-20 hours per week

If you know a business that needs an 
employee like Patrick, please call Diane 
Stafford at (262) 953-2231.

Last year, Easter Seals received more than 
$163,000 in funding through the United Way 
of Waukesha County to help support our 
Workforce Training Center, after school and 
summer respite programs. When giving, support 
Easter Seals Southeast Wisconsin.


