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Supporting People with 
Disabilities Since 1934
2222 S. 114th Street West Allis, WI 53227 
(414) 449-4444 phone (414) 571-5568  fax

www.eastersealswise.com

Beating the Odds
Kavi was born with what doctors thought was low muscle tone. He spent his first five days in the 
Pediatric Intensive Care Unit while they tried to find a cause. Over the next 11 months, he was 
seen by numerous specialists to find an answer as to why he was so weak and not hitting any 
developmental milestones. One month prior to Kavi’s first birthday, he was diagnosed with X-related 
Myotubal Myopathy, a rare muscular disorder. The prognosis that he would never walk, talk or even 
be able to eat, and that the disorder could be fatal was terrifying and saddening to Kavi’s parents, 
Kate and LaShun. However, knowing that Easter Seals was involved gave them hope.

Kavi started receiving therapy from Easter Seals when he was four-months-old. Today, at age two, 
he continues his therapy services and attends Easter Seals Birth-to-Three classroom sessions with 
other children, two mornings a week. He is currently at 
an age-appropriate level in speech, the classroom has 
given him the opportunity to grow socially with other 
children his age, and he’s even walking with minimal 
assistance. Kate and LaShun, Kavi’s parents think of 
Easter Seals as Kavi’s “secret weapon!”   

“We had people coming into our house three days a 
week for therapy, but it never felt like strangers were 
there,” LaShun, Kavi’s dad, said. “They made it clear right 
away that we were ALL part of the team that would help 
Kavi, and they always included Lola, his sister, in play 
with them.” 

“His therapists and teachers go beyond how the 
medical world defines Kavi; they have gotten to know 
his spirit,” Kate, Kavi’s mom, said. “Kavi’s life will never be 
easy, but he has had such an awesome team to not only 
show him, but to show his entire family his potential. No 
matter what the doctors say he won’t be able to do, he 
shows them he CAN with the right support. The support 
that Easter Seals gives him and our family is a gift, and 
anyone lucky enough to receive that is truly blessed.”
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Easter Seals Southeast Wisconsin is committed to giving you the information 
you need as a donor, or investor, to know how your contribution is creating 
a world of possibilities throughout Southeast Wisconsin.   

National “watchdog” groups have always provided avenues to view non-
profit financial figures. More recently, they also now provide information 
about the current successes and future plans of a non-profit organization. 

Easter Seals has truly embraced this commitment to transparency and 
adhering to best practices. We are proud to be a Better Business Bureau 
(BBB) Accredited Charity and a GuideStar Exchange Gold Level Non-Profit. 
We have also shared our vision for Easter Seals with “Charting Impact,” a 
collaboration by Charity Navigator, BBB and GuideStar, that marries the 

financial report with the vision a non-profit has for the future. All of these items are easily accessed 
through our website under the “Who We Are” tab, then click on “Financials”.

However, we are more than numbers and figures, we are the stories of our families. We have posted 
a handful of impact videos, narrated through the stories of our families, on our YouTube channel 
that clearly demonstrate how our services benefit the larger community. You not only hear a family’s 
story of success and hope, but you also hear how the services that we provide are increasing  
independence and skill attainment, opening up possibilities in school, work and home life, as well as  
saving scarce funding resources in future support costs.

One of our agency values is “integrity,” which we defined as: “We will always do what is right.” When 
that is your standard, it is clear what the right thing to do is. This is why we invite you to make an 
investment in Easter Seals. 

Thank you for your support in making the mission of Easter Seals come alive, in the thousands of lives 
of our neighbors in Southeast Wisconsin. 

Bob Glowacki
CEO

Don’t let kids like Kavi wait for the help they need now.

Every year, over 5 million children under the age of five 
are at risk of developmental delays and disabilities. Early 
intervention makes a difference in a child’s ability to reach 
their full potential. Support our Early Intervention programs 
with a gift today!

A Message From Our CEO

Make the First Five Count



3

Two years ago, my younger brother was 
diagnosed with autism. I did not know what to 
do or how I could help, but knew I needed to 
get involved in some way. I had no clue where to 
look. 

Strangely enough, at that same time, a good 
friend of mine and I were reunited, and our 
discussions led to my brother’s recent diagnosis. 
He immediately said, “You need to get involved 
with Easter Seals!” My friend had just finished 
helping with the Marquette High School 
autism clinic football camp that was put on in 
conjunction with Easter Seals. He told me about 
the mission of Easter Seals and what they do, 
and I was sold. The next day, I toured Easter Seals 
and as they say ‘the rest is history...’

I could not wait to present Easter Seals to our 
company, but I first needed buy-in from one very 
important person, our owner, who just happens 
to be my dad. It was all set – dinner at home, 
Mom, Dad and my brother, Pat, all present. 
Before I could even begin to present Easter Seals 
and how I believe this would be a great fit for 
our company and family, my mom wanted to let 
me know that they had a meeting scheduled 
with Beth from Easter Seals. They were going to 
talk about a workforce training program called 
Project SEARCH for my brother, Pat. They had 
been introduced to the organization by a current 
Easter Seals board member. I couldn’t believe it! 
We both had coincidentally found Easter Seals 
from two totally different people without the 
other knowing. 

For more than 40 years, Kelmann Restoration 
has valued what our employees do in the 
community to give back. Since we began our 
involvement with Easter Seals, we as a company 
have tried to incorporate their mission in 
everything we do. Whether it’s forming a team 
for this year’s Walk With Me or getting involved in 
their annual Act for Autism campaign, we try to 
make sure we are continually raising awareness 
of Easter Seals and their wonderful programs 
and services. We have worked together closely 
for about two years. I can speak for our entire 
company when I say that we are excited about 
the future of both of our organizations and the 
wonderful work we can do together.”   

~ Tom Kelly, Kelmann Restoration

Angel of Change

“A Jesuit priest friend of mine likes to use the expression ‘Coincidence is God’s 
way of remaining anonymous.’ I can’t help but think that is what was at work 
when we got involved with Easter Seals...

Jerry, Jean, Pat and Tom Kelly
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Every year, corporate partners help us in our cause marketing campaign to spread the word about 
the importance of early diagnosis and therapy for children living with autism. Many people do not 
realize that as a national organization, Easter Seals is the largest provider of autism services. 

Because “autism” is not in our name, our month long campaign, “Act for Autism,” helps families 
recognize and connect to Easter Seals as a resource when their child is diagnosed with autism. The 
companies who are part of this campaign help us broaden our reach in local communities beyond 
what we could do ourselves. Please visit our website to see how you can support Act for Autism by 
supporting our community partners throughout the year.

Thank you to all our corporate sponsors for your support!

Register to Walk or Donate today at www.walkwithme.org/milwaukee!

Join us!
Friday, June 13th 

5 p.m.
Johnson Controls Stage 

Polish Fest

Current Events
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Cendra
Cendra attends our Easter Seals Adult Day program in Wauwatosa. 
Being diagnosed with cerebral palsy has not slowed her down! 
She is a graduate of the Milwaukee High School of the Arts and 
has been actively engaged in the disability community for years. 
In her free time, she loves to write poetry, and she has even written 
an autobiography. Through her poetry, she finds joy in expressing 
herself and sparking old memories. 
 

Kavi
Kavi is a very social two-year-old, who has been in Easter Seals 
Birth to Three program since he was four months old. He was 
diagnosed with a rare muscular disorder that primarily affects the 
muscles that are used for movement. Doctors said he would never 
walk, talk or even be able to eat, and the disorder could be fatal. 
Kavi proved them wrong! With the help of his team of therapists at 
Easter Seals, he has mastered standing on his own, eating and is 
also increasing his fine motor skills.  
 

Kevin
Kevin is a 16-year-old with Autism. Prior to becoming involved 
in our After School program and summer camp, he preferred 
being alone to social activities with others. With the help of Easter 
Seals staff, Kevin has made great strides in communicating and 
interacting with others. He enjoys going on walks, having fun on 
the computer and working on arts and crafts projects with friends.
 

Zachary
Zachary is an active 11-year-old, who began receiving Easter 
Seals services in 2010. When he was diagnosed with Autism, 
he was completely non-verbal and had a difficult time with 
understanding and following directions. Now after working with 
Easter Seals therapists, his language skills and confidence are 
amazing. Zach wants to help spread awareness and ways to help 
children diagnosed with Autism. He even gave a speech to his 5th 
grade class on what it’s like to live with Autism. When he’s not busy 
sharing his story, Zach enjoys spending time with his family and 
friends, playing computer games and cheering on Aaron Rodgers 
and the Green Bay Packers. 

Meet Our 2014 Walk With Me Ambassadors
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Through the generosity of The Bartolotta Restaurants and the Care-a–lotta Foundation, Easter Seals 
hosted a beautiful 80th anniversary celebration at the Milwaukee Grain Exchange. Donors, friends 
and corporate partners were honored, and memories of the past and stories of the present were 
shared. Thank you to the many friends who have supported our mission as part of the Easter Seals 
family, including those who could not be with us.

As we celebrated 80 years of service in Southeast Wisconsin, we honored the individuals and 
organizations with an award for their impact on the lives of people with disabilities this past year. We 
are looking forward to our journey in getting to and celebrating 100 years in 2034. We would also 
like to thank our Jubilee Anniversary Committee for their dedication in helping us make this event 
happen.

Board Members Greg Schoepke and David Glazer presenting awards.

Corporate Donor of the 
Year: Marcus Corporation - 
Rolando Rodriguez

Corporate Donor of the 
Year: Weigel Broadcasting 
-  Mark Straccota and Kerry 
Hibler

Corporate Donor of the 
Year: Biz Times Media - Dan 
Meyer

Mission Moment Speaker 
Ken Hamiel with S.O.A.R. 
Worker Recognition 
Awardee Patrick Cvetan

Individual Donor of the 
Year Awardees Roger and 
Cindy Schaus

Angel of Change: Kelmann 
Restoration - Jerry, Jean 
and Tom Kelly

Angel of Change: Super 
Lube - Dominic Balistreri, 
Mario Balistreri and Bob 
Mueller

Foundation of the Year: 
Waukesha County 
Community Foundation - 
Karen Gale and Kathryn 
Leverance

80th Anniversary Jubilee Celebration
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Excitement is building since work has begun on our accessible commercial training kitchen and 
technology center in Waukesha. Over the next two months, you will begin to see colors and shapes 
take the place of the white drywall. But, while the walls are going up, we have an urgent need for 
funds to purchase the equipment that will make our training programs possible. We have many 
naming opportunities for those who wish to make a gift in their own name, or in the name of one 
of our program participants or a loved one. Another exciting opportunity is that, because of a 
generous bequest, all gifts made to this campaign will be matched up to $100,000! A gift made 
today will have an impact far into the future as we help people prepare for jobs for years to come. 

The Workforce Training Center is not only an investment in fulfilling employment dreams for people, 
but also an investment in economic development. Wages earned at the Workforce Training Center 
and by those who become employed in the community, exceed more than $1 million each year, 
and this money is re-invested into our local economy. LilyWorks Catering and our private label 
products, which will be produced in the new commercial kitchen, are social enterprises that make 
us less reliant on government funding. To learn more about our exciting plans for the future, take a 
tour of our Workforce Training Center, or to learn more about making a gift or becoming involved, 
contact Susan Russell at (414) 963-5903.

Workforce Training Center Building  $500,000
Computer Lab    $200,000
Large Banquet/Meeting Room  $150,000
Career Connect Vocational Classroom $75,000
Lobby      $75,000
Catering Cold Prep Room   $25,000
Commercial Kitchen Clean Prep Rm. (2) @ $25,000
Computer Lab Cubicles (14) @  $10,000

Six Burner Range     $6,000
Gas Char Broiler     $3,000
Food Processor     $1,300
Deep Fryer       $1,000
Work/Prep Tables      $600
Heat Lamps (4) @     $550
Shelving Units     $400

Workforce Expansion

Did you know LilyWorks makes private label water bottles?
It’s a fun, unique way to share your personal message. 

Private Label Water 
Bottles are great for:
Call Jerry Cler at (262) 953-2214 to order today!
Your purchase provides work opportunities to adults with disabilities 
through our Workforce Training Center.

•	 Company Picnics
•	 Weddings
•	 Golf Outings

•	 Birthdays
•	 Anniversaries

Jubilee Campaign Naming Opportunities

These are just a few of more than 90 items at a wide range of sponsorship opportunities. 
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Willie Can Be Your Next Great Employee!
Experience and Qualities:
• Assembly work and general labor
• Follows directions and specifications of position
• Dedicated and proud of a job well done
• Team player
• Detail oriented
• Organized
• Dependable
• Personable, friendly and polite

Employment Desires:
• Entry-level custodial or assembly
• Customer focus
• Structured environment
• Growth opportunities
• Located in the Waukesha area
• Between 15-20 hours per week

If you know a business that needs an employee like Willie, 
please call Julie Scarpace at (262) 953-2211.


