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Welcome to the Federation of Clinical Immunology Societies (FOCIS)! 
 
I would like to personally thank you for joining your colleagues in becoming an inaugural member of FOCIS. You 
are officially part of this collaboration to promote education, research and patient care around the theme of clinical 
immunology.  
 

We are pleased to welcome you as a member of FOCIS. FOCIS exists to improve human health through  
immunology by fostering interdisciplinary approaches to both understand and treat immune-based diseases. Initially 
established as a cross-disciplinary meeting, FOCIS held its first Annual Meeting in 2001. After two successful  
consecutive meetings, FOCIS incorporated in 2003 as a 501(c)3 organization. Now in its 12th year of existence, 
FOCIS has 53 Member Societies, representing roughly 65,000 clinician scientists. A Federation of this size provides 
a voice for clinical immunologists and ultimately strives to improve patient care.  
 
You will find details in this packet regarding the numerous benefits of FOCIS membership, which include: 
 Clinical Immunology – the official journal of FOCIS  
 Translational Immunology Update - FOCIS ePublication aggregating the latest in clinical immunology  
 FOCIS online courses: 

 Interventional Immunology 
 Advanced Course in Basic & Clinical Immunology 
 Clinical Trials for Immunologic Disease 

 Online membership directory  
 Post jobs on the FOCIS website  
 Annual Meeting abstract submission  
 Reduced course and meeting registration rates  
 Volunteer leadership opportunities 
 
We hope you will take advantage of as many as possible and provide us with your thoughts on current programs 
and new programs we could offer to enhance your experience. We encourage you to become actively involved in 
the organization. FOCIS is continuously looking for new ways to involve our members in activities that will further 
their careers in the field of clinical immunology.  
 
We look forward to welcoming you personally! 

 
 
 
 

Robert Nussenblatt, MD 
FOCIS President 

Welcome 
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Clinical Immunology publishes original research on the molecular and cellular bases of  
immunological disease. The journal also features reviews of timely topics in basic  
immunology, case reports and letters to the editor. Research areas include: 
• Ageing  • Allergy   • Autoimmunity  • Biotechnology  
• Clinical Laboratory Immunology  • Immunotoxicology/Environmental  
• HIV   • Vaccines • Immunodermatology  • Immunohematology 
• Infection and Immunity   • Mucosal Immunity  • Neuroimmunology  
• Primary Immunodeficiency  • Transplantation   • Tumor Immunology  

 

 

Translational Immunology Update is a bimonthly 
electronic publication that aggregates the latest  
articles, clinical trials and original journal articles in 
translational immunology from leaders in the field.  

 
 
The C. Garrison Fathman Fellows Fund enables trainees and fellows to attend  
FOCIS annual meetings, educational courses and participate in exchange programs.  

Publications and Fellows Fund 



 

4  

Annual Meeting 

FOCIS is the meeting in translational immunology that will give you a competitive edge in your career. Stay ahead 
of the curve with leading clinicians and researchers delivering the latest breakthroughs across immune-mediated 
diseases.  
 
FOCIS 2014 will be held June 25-28 at the Sheraton Chicago Hotel and Towers in Chicago, Illinois. Mark your  
calendar for the most dynamic presentation of immunology and its supporting cast of immune-mediated disease 
that you’ll see all year!  
 
The Scientific Program Committee consists of leading researchers and clinicians from across the globe. Focusing 
on molecular pathways and their implications in human diseases to uncover novel solutions to challenges in the 
diseases you study.  
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Advanced Course in Basic & Clinical Immunology  
Invited speakers lecture on the major topics in cellular and molecular immunology, including innate 
immunity, B cells, T cells, and cytokines. Special sessions cover new advances in interventional  
clinical immunology and the molecular and genetic basis of immune-mediated diseases.  
 

Basic Immunology in Medicine 
As new immunotherapeutic strategies are being developed and adopted, it is becoming important to  
understand the rationale behind these therapies, and this also requires an appreciation of the  
fundamentals of immunology. This brief course is designed to provide a sophisticated review of selected 
basic principles and update on new advances, especially those that are most relevant to human disease.  

 

Interventional Immunology  
Provides education on the many new therapies that are currently available or in development, 
which are based on targets unfamiliar to many practicing physicians. This course seeks to  
review the scientific basis for choice of immunologically related therapeutic targets in various 
diseases, including organ specific and systemic autoimmunity, allergy, transplant rejection,  
cancer and HIV.  

 

Clinical Trials for Immunologic Disease  
This is a basic course in clinic trial methodology, particularly as it relates to immunologic disease. It 
will review the key elements of clinical trials, including types of trials, designing feasible trials, statisti-
cal issues, and surrogate markers that might be used. It will discuss strategies for entering into the 
funding stream. A practicum will be offered to participants using a model scenario in order to work 
through the issues one faces in developing a clinical trial.  

 
Entrepreneurs in Clinical Academia (ECA)  
Created to educate clinical researchers in the world of business acumen and the process of drug 
development, from preclinical to clinical. This initiative is designed to provide clinical researchers 
with key insights into the process of drug development and the commercialization of molecules for 
further development. 

Education Programs 
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FOCIS is excited to introduce a new initiative, Communities of Practice (COP), which was created with the goal of 
empowering and involving FOCIS societies and members in the Annual Meeting Scientific Program Development, 
and to increase interdisciplinary communication between societies. In addition to directly influence the FOCIS  
annual meeting program, benefits of COP membership include: 
 Career enhancement 
 Opportunities for leadership 
 Interaction with colleagues from different areas 
 Online community 

 

Communities of Practice 
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The FOCIS Centers of Excellence (FCE) provide an opportunity to build an interdisciplinary translational  
immunology community at your institution. Being a member of the FCE community offers an effective training  
environment for translational researchers and clinicians by promoting interdisciplinary innovation in research and 
clinical practices, and promoting new links for researchers and clinicians.  
 
This network of institutions accelerates innovation in investigation and clinical practice. In the four years since its 
creation the FCE has:  
 Established local networks of physicians and investigators  
 Raised awareness for clinical immunology at academic medical institutions  
 
The FCE provides interdisciplinary training programs for students, fellows and continuing education of physicians 
through FOCIS assisted opportunities such as the:  
 Advanced Course in Basic & Clinical Immunology  
 Entrepreneurs in Clinical Academia  
 FOCIS Annual Meeting  
 Trainee Satellite Symposium  

Centers of Excellence 
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Leadership 

Board of Directors 
 
President 
Robert Nussenblatt, MD 
 
Vice President 
Frank Nestle, MD 
 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Matthias von Herrath, MD 
 
Immediate Past-President 
Abul Abbas, MD 
 
Continuing Medical Education Chair 
Amit Bar-Or, MD 
 
FCE Chair 
Timothy Niewold, MD 
 
FCE Multinational Chair 
Matthew Albert, MD, PhD 
 
Membership Chair 
Elaine Reed, PhD 
 
At-Large Director 
Scott Plevy, MD 
 
At-Large Director 
William Robinson, MD, PhD 
 
At-Large Director 
Megan Sykes, MD 
 
Compliance Officer 
Jordan Pober, MD 
 

Executive Office Staff 
 
Executive Director 
Sarah Martis, CAE 
 
Consulting Director 
Gail Bast, MBA, CAE 
 
Director of Development 
Bill Elliot 
 
Program Coordinator 
Elise Jaeger 
 
Education and Membership Manager 
Lori Rathje 
 
Membership and Marketing Coordinator 
Chelsea Stack 
 
Meetings Manager 
Kelsey Weaver, MBA 
 
FOCIS Office 
 
11950 West Lake Park Drive 
Suite 320 
Milwaukee, WI 53224 
 
Phone: (414) 359-1670 
Fax: (414) 359-1671 
Email: info@focisnet.org 


